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3Jntrobuctton 

This kind of ornamentation Is one of the most Important 

branches which distinguish the art and ornamentation of 

tslamlc architecture. For the close relationship of this 

ornamentation with C1 material concerned with the art of 

orchitecture Is for more important than the other materials 

included in the ornamentation program prepared for any 

religIous or urban building~ 

The use of this kind of architectural ornamentation has 

become very popular in otl the countries of the Islamic 

world: especially in our Arab Countries and more 

particularly in the Countries of AI-Maghreb AI-Arabi Clnd 

AndCllosiCl. 

Whot has been agreed upon, by the archeologists and 

artists is that plaster ornamentation had come Into use In 

some Eastern Countries, os Persia and Mesopotamia 

before the appearance of Islam. The excavations which 

were made In some of the ruins of some cities in these 

districts, have lifted the curtain of many examples of 

plaster orFlamentQtion which are still in their places In 

some of the palaces Clnd ruins in these countrie5~ 

It is well known that Islamic art WQS influenced during 

the transitory period, by the arts that preceded the 

emergence of Islam, for eXQmple the He!lenlstic~ the Romon, 

the SQ5sanide and the ByzantIne arts. The SOSSClnide art 

which WClS widespread allover Iran and Mesopotamia 

Influenced the neighbouring countries in the period in which 

the SQssQnide art prevailed over art and civilizotion during 

the four centuries that preceded the appearance of Islam. 

The art of plaster ornamentation in the Islamic art has 

flourished since the time of the foundation of Samarri5 in 

MesopotamiCl and still continues until our present day. That 

city became the capital of the AbbQside State for half a 

century nearly, (836 - 883 Q~d.) During this period this 

city developed extensively and grand and luxurious palaces, 

ClS well QS, VClst mansions, owe-Inspiring mosques, 

government edIfices, public baths, markets, roods and 

extensive public squares were set up .. 

The flourishment of Islamic ornamentation In general and 
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